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of the Swadeshi Movement of Bengal, and \vas its construct-
ive counterpart. His politics were verging on the side
of moderation of the Gokhale type : and young Gopalakrishna,
however much he admired Gurunadham's talents and enthusiasm,
could not agree temperamentally with his school of thought, so
much so that he was often joking that they would get Swaraj
or Home Rule by tapping the box which contained his (Guru-
nadham's ) papers. Gurunadham, in his own way, was forerunner
of Gopalakrishnayya in our Andhra politics; and he too shared,
in his day, the crown of suffering and martyrdom which fell
to the lot of Gopalakrishna subsequently, and died in his
thirties.

But great as was the impression made by the Movement
of 1907-1908 on the formative mind of young Gopalakrishna, it
is doubtful if he ever subscribed whole-heartedly to the matn
tenets of the ** Vande Mataram" or Salutation to the Mother cult
of the Bengali school, In England, the country is looked upon
as * Motherland *; in Germany, as the * Fatherland *; but in India,
among the ruling classes, at any rate, she has ever been the wife
and never the mother. During the early years of the present
century, whether owing to the feebleness of our political
effort or consciousness or in imitation of the traditions of
our ruling masters, a cult of worshipping the country as

* Mother* arose in the land, and " Vande Mataram " has been our
battle-cry since the days of Rishi BanHmchandra*    Gopalakrishna^
however, received ihis Mantra coolly; and at a later age, himself
suggested that " a true apprehension of the abiding relation  of
a political worker towards his country*9  should be that "of a
lover towards his beloved/* Thus, he declared: "Vande Mataram,"
the helpless cry of the child, has  been till yesterday the limit

of our emotional achievement  in  this behalf......But it is time

that a correct understanding of the true relationship with our
environment should begin iu all our national egbrts.   The earth
may be the mother of him who  is passive and lacking in self-
confidencej   but   to   him in whom the urge towards   action, is
faoastible, he Is the  l#r$] and  she  is   tfce   Spouse,